SCAFFOLDS

All scaffolds must be installed, inspected, maintained, altered, and dismantled in accordance with Provincial OHS Regulations and applicable standards and/or manufacturer’s specifications under the direct supervision of qualified workers.

A scaffold or scaffolding is a temporary work platform and supporting structure used for supporting workers and/or materials. When selecting the type of scaffolding to be used, consideration must be given to height requirements, type and duration of work, weather conditions, and weight of workers, materials, and equipment. A scaffold must be able to support at least four times the weight of the maximum load intended and must be inspected each day prior to use by a qualified person.

Do:
· Ensure that a scaffold is in safe condition prior to use (check tag).
· Ensure planks, decks, toe boards and guardrails are installed and secure.
· Use a hoist or rope to move materials to upper levels.
· Ensure that there is a safe entrance to work levels.
· Ensure cross bracing is installed at all levels and locking device and ties are secured.
· Ensure the base is sound, level, and adjusted. 
· Use proper fall protection if required.

Do not:
· Carry materials when climbing scaffolding.
· Force braces to fit.
· Climb or stand on cross braces or guardrails.
· Work on scaffolding during storms or high winds.
· Jump from planks or platforms.
· Rest materials or equipment on guardrails.
· Use ladders or makeshift devices on top of scaffolds to increase height.
· Work below a scaffold without head protection.
· Use scaffolds near power lines or other conductive materials.
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