Move Over Law - NL

What is the "Move Over" Law? The "Move Over"
Law, also known as the "Slow Down, Move Over" law,
is a legislative measure designed to protect
emergency responders, roadside workers, and tow
truck operators by requiring motorists to move over
and slow down when approaching stopped
emergency vehicles and roadside workers.

Key Provisions:

1. Requirement to Move Over: When
approaching a stopped emergency vehicle,
including police cars, fire trucks, ambulances,
and tow trucks, motorists are required to
move over to the next adjacent lane if it is safe
to do so.

2. Requirementto Slow Down: If it is not safe to
move over, or if there is only one lane of
traffic, motorists must slow down by 30km/hr
below the posted speed limit and proceed
with caution when passing a stopped
emergency vehicle or roadside worker.

3. Penalties for Non-Compliance: Violating the
"Move Over" Law can result in fines, demerit
points on your driver's license, and potentially
license suspension. The severity of penalties
varies depending on the specific
circumstances of the violation.

Purpose and Importance:

1. Safety of Emergency Responders and
Roadside Workers: The primary purpose of
the "Move Over" Law is to protect the safety
of emergency responders, roadside workers,
and tow truck operators who perform their
duties on the side of roadways. By creating a
buffer zone around stopped emergency
vehicles, the law helps prevent accidents and
injuries caused by passing motorists.

2. Promotion of Awareness and Compliance:
The "Move Over" Law aims to raise awareness
among motorists about the importance of
yielding to emergency vehicles and providing
a safe space for roadside workers to perform
their duties. By educating the public and
enforcing compliance with the law, authorities
seek to reduce the incidence of accidents and
fatalities on roadways.

3. Legal Obligation for Motorists: Compliance
with the "Move Over" Law is not only a matter
of safety but also a legal obligation for
motorists. By obeying the law, drivers
contribute to the overall safety of roadways
and demonstrate respect for emergency
responders and roadside workers who risk
their lives to serve the community.

Conclusion:. By requiring motorists to move over and
slow down when approaching stopped emergency
vehicles and roadside workers, the law helps prevent
accidents and injuries on roadways. It is imperative for
all motorists to familiarize themselves with the
provisions of the "Move Over" Law and comply with
its requirements to ensure the safety of everyone on
the road.
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