POWER LINE HAZARDS PROGRAM
ABC Company will ensure that all employees who are required to work around power lines are qualified to carry out the work safely and that the appropriate procedures are developed and implemented to eliminate/reduce the potential for a contact with an energized power line. 
Responsibilities
The employer/supervisor must:
· Conduct a hazard assessment to identify hazards and establish whether safe limits of approach distances to overhead power lines can be maintained.

· Request an Energized Power Line Permit from the electrical utility where operation of equipment within 5.5 metres of a power line is required.
· Authorize only competent operators, with current WorkplaceNL approved training, to operate equipment near power lines.
· Communicate the hazard assessment to workers.

· Provide instructions regarding precautions to be taken for their protection.  

Employees must:
· Adhere to instructions provided for the safe operation of equipment around power lines and emergency response procedures.

· Not operate a dump truck, excavator or backhoe or similar equipment without having first completed a safety training program from a recognized and approved training facility on power line hazards. 
· Not operate equipment within 5.5 metres of a power line without first confirming approval from the electrical utility.
· Report any hazards, near misses, and contacts to their supervisor
Training
ABC Company will abide by the NL OHS Regulations, ensuring that a person shall not operate a mobile crane, boom truck or similar equipment that has the capacity of encroaching on a power line without having first completed a safety training program on power line hazards required by WorkplaceNL.
Permit Requirements
When necessary, the employer/supervisor will contact the electrical utility to determine the operating voltage of the line and confirm the safe limits of approach distances. Where work requires the operation of equipment within 5.5 metres of a power line, an Energized Power Line Permit will be requested from the electrical utility.
Communication

Communication amongst all workplace parties is vital to ensure that everyone is aware of the hazards and the controls.  The company’s procedure, hazard assessment, and rescue plans are required to be communicated to all workers.  This can be completed during a toolbox meeting with all participants signing the document to indicate their participation. 

An operator may also have to communicate with a signal person.  Prior to work commencing, the appropriate signals must be established.  The signal person must stand in an area where they can be seen by the operator but maintain a distance where they will not be injured. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Depending on the types of hazards and the site requirements, the appropriate PPE must be selected and worn. This will vary but can include, but not limited to, the following:

· Hi-Visibility apparel

· Steel toed footwear

· Hard hat

· Safety glasses/goggles

· Gloves

· Hearing protection
Emergency Response Requirements  
If equipment makes contact with a power line, remember the following:
· If you are alone and do not have a radio, stay in the equipment (vehicle) until help arrives. This is the safest place to be. Stay alert and keep other workers away from the area.

· If possible, try to break contact with the lines by moving the equipment (vehicle) at least 10 metres (32 feet) away.

· Do not try to break contact if the cable or equipment appears to be welded to the line - this could cause the line to whip or snap.

· Do not touch power lines with wood, the wood may be damp and conduct electricity.

· If a line is on the ground, it could be charging the surrounding area. Stay back at least 10 metres (32 feet) from the line. If a line is touching a piece of equipment, do not come near the equipment or touch it. 

· Do not assume the lines are dead since transmission lines are often on a 30-second breaker delay which reactivates 3 times. 

· A distribution feed line is two lines, one carrying power into the property and the second line carrying power back. If contact is made with both of these lines, it is fatal. 

· Contact the electrical utility to turn off the power

· In the event of a fire, jump clear and try to land as far away as possible (on both feet) without touching the equipment as you land. Do not, under any circumstance, step down and allow part of the body to be in contact with the ground while any other part of the body is touching the equipment.

· Jump with both feet together, maintain balance, and hop as far away as possible (approximately 10 metres (32 feet)). Remember - you are still in danger even if you  have cleared the equipment (vehicle) - hop away to minimize the danger of electrical currents in the ground passing through your body. Do not take large steps because it is possible for one foot to be in a high voltage area and the other to be in a lower voltage area.

· Before resuming operation of the equipment (vehicle), the operator must do an equipment safety check as a way of identifying any problems with the vehicle as a result of the contact.

Accidental Contact Requirements
If, during the course of work, a buried electrical cable, overhead cable, or other utility is hit or damaged, the employer/supervisor must be notified. The employer/supervisor must call the utility right away and report the details of the incident. The incident must also be reported to the OHS Division of ServiceNL.
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