USING HAMMERS AND BARS IN CLOSE QUARTERS

· Thoroughly examine the work area. Determine how much room there is to work, including side and overhead clearances. Clean up spills in the area, particularly oil or grease, that can cause slippery footing.

· If the work is to be done in, on, or near power equipment, lock it out according to the established company lockout, tagout, and tryout procedure.

· Wear gloves and properly fitting safety glasses when using bars or hammers.

· Use only bars that are in good condition; bars that are not in good condition must be removed from service. Bars must be straight, free of sharp snags, and have ends that are not badly mushroomed. If necessary, bars should be sharpened and properly shaped by the maintenance department before use.

· Do not stand on or jerk a bar to increase the force of the leverage. Do not straddle the bar. Keep clear of the bar’s potential path of travel.

· Do not bar over the top of one object to reach another.

· Keep hands and other body parts clear of striking points when using a hammer.

· Do not hammer on any part of the bar except the end intended for that purpose.

· Do not hammer on any part of another hammer or similar tool. The extreme hardness of these tools can cause them to splinter, sending metal fragments flying at great velocity throughout the immediate vicinity.

· Use adequate lighting in the working area.

· Return tools to their proper storage area when the job is completed.
